3S2              THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
TENSION WITH THE CZECHS
Since January 1934 a series of incidents had thrown a sinister
light on the relations between Poland and Czechoslovakia. These
had been steadily worsening for nearly a year, the cause being the
breaking out again of the old controversy over Teschen, though
now with a different slant. From 1925 relations between the two
States had been good till early in 1933 when this local crisis
developed, the Poles in Teschen accusing the Czechs of persistent
efforts to denationalize them, and the Czechs accusing the Poles
of disloyalty to the Czechoslovak State, and the intention of getting
the Polish Government to take by force that part of Teschen
which the Poles inhabited, but which had been allocated to
Czechoslovakia by the Ambassadors' Conference on July 28,1920.
A tense state of feeling was aroused in both countries which led
to provocative acts as well as angry words. On Sunday, March 18,
a crowd of students belonging to the Legion of Youth stoned
and smashed the windows of the Czechoslovak Legation in Warsaw
as a demonstration against the "persecution of the Polish Minority"
by the Czechs. The Polish Press published dispatches of the
official telegraph agency describing arrests of Polish leaders in
Teschen, the closing down of Polish schools, and the prohibition
of Polish papers. The Gazeta Polska warned the Czechoslovak
Government that the entire Polish nation would react against
the "policy of exterminating the Polish Minority," and declared
that "Poland could not remain indifferent." The Czechoslovak
Press was equally bitter, criticized the Polish-German Ten-years
Pact as enabling Germany to concentrate against Austria, and
even hinted that the pact had something in it or behind it that
allowed Poland to take a sharp, bullying attitude toward Czecho-
slovakia, It was asked why it was that this Polish outburst should
occur so soon after the signature of the Ten-years Pact. A deputa-
tion of prominent people in the Teschen district protested to
the Czechoslovak Minister of the Interior that Polish groups
were conspiring against the "integrity" of Czechoslovakia, and
in reply were told that her frontiers were "fixed for ever." The
trouble broke out again in the last week of March when in
retaliation for the arrest of three Poles in Teschen the Polish